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Pu'tiudnrsj. ti.f. [from putrid.] Rottennefs. 

Nidorous rucfus depend on the foetid fpirituofity of the fer¬ 
ment, and the putridnefs of the meat. Flayer on tbt Humours. 

Putter, n.f. [from put.] 

1. One who puts. 

The moft wretched fort of people are dreamers upon events 
and putters of cafes. L'EJlrange. 

2 . Putter on. Inciter ; inftigator. 

My good lord cardinal, they vent reproaches 

Moft bitterly on you, as putter on 

Of thefe exactions. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

You are abus’d, and by Come putter on. 

That will be damn’d for’t. Shakcfft Winter's Tale. 

Pu'ttingstone. n.f. 

In fomc parts of Scotland, ftones for the fame purpofe are 
laid at the gates of great houfes, which they call puttingjlones , 
for trials of ftrength. Pope. 

Pu'ttock. n.f. [derived, by Minjhnu, from buteo , Lat.j A 
buzzard. 

Who finds the partridge in the puttock's neft, 

But may imagine how the bird was dead. Shakefp. 

The next are thofe, which are called birds of prey, as the 
eagle, hawk, puttock , and cormorant. Peaebam. 

Pu'tty. n.f. 

1. A kind of powder on which glafs is ground. 

An object glafs of a fourteen foot telefcope, made by an 
artificer at London, I once mended confiderably, by grinding 
it on pitch with putty , and leaning on it very eafily in the 
grinding, left the putty fhould feratch it. Newton. 

2 . A kimTof cement ufed by glaziers. 

To PU'ZZLE. v. a. [for pojl/e, from pofe. Skinner.] 

1. To perplex ; to confound ; to embarrafs j to entangle j to 
gravel; to put to a ftand ; to teaze. 

Your prefence needs muft puzzle Antony. Sbaktfp. 

I fay there is no darknefs but ignorance, in which thou art 
more puzzled than the Egyptians in their fog. Shakefp. 

Both armies of the enemy would have been puzzled what 
to have done. Clarendon , b. viii. 

A very fhrewd difputant in thofe points is dexterous in puz¬ 
zling others, if they be not thorough-paced fpcculators in 
thofe great theories. More's Divine Dialogues. 

He is perpetually puzzled and perplexed amidft his own 
blunders, and miftakes the fenfe of thofe he would confute. 

Addifon. 

Perfons, who labour under real evils, will not puzzle them- 
felves with conjectural ones. Clarijfa. 

2. To make intricate ; to entangle. 

The ways of heaven are dark and intricate. 

Puzzled in mazes, and perplex’d with error. Addifon. 

Thefe, as my guide informed me, were men of fufctle tem¬ 
pers, and puzzled politicks, who would fupply the place of 
real wifdom with cunning and avarice: Tatler , N? 8i. 

I did not indeed at firft imagine there was in it fuch a jargon 
of ideas, fuch an inconliftency of notions, fuch a confufion 
of particles, that raCsxatpuzzd* than connect the fenfe, which 
in Come plac£fTie Teems to have aimed at, as 1 fount!yjJdrifmy 
nearer perufal of it. Addifon. 

To Puzzle, v. n. To be bewildered in one’s own notions j 
to be aukward. 

The fervant is a puzzling fool, that heeds nothing. L’EJlr. 

Pu'zzle. n.f. [from the verb.] Embarafsment; perplexity. 

Men in great fortunes are ftrangers to themfclves, and while 
they are in the puzzle of bufinefs, they have no time to tend 
their health cither of body or mind. Bacon's EJfays. 

Pu'zzler. n.f. [from puzzle.] He who puzzles. 

Py'garg. n.f. A bird. Ainfwortb. 

Py'gmean. ady. [from pygmy.] Belonging to a pygmy. 

They, lefs than fmalleft dwarfs in narrow room, 

Throng numberlefs like that pygmean race 

Beyond the Indian mount. Milton. 


PYX 

PY'GMY. n.f. [pygmee, Fr. orv?i*Zi&.] A dwarf; one of, 
nation fabled to be only three fpans high, and after Ion- War 
to have been deftroyed by cranes. 

If they deny the prefent fpontaneous produaion of ]- lr „ 
plants, and confine the earth to as pygmy births in the vcsttahV 
kingdom, as they do in the other; yet finely in f uc h i fua 
pofed univerlal decay of nature, even mankind itfclf that r 
now nourifhed, though not produced, by the earth, mufthav* 
degenerated in ftature and ftrength in every generation. * 

Pylo'rus. n.f. [ttuAwpoY] The lower orifice of the ftomS 

Py'powder. See Piepowder. 

PY'RAMID. n.f. [ pyramide , Fr. inioxy.,;, from fi re - 
bccaufe fire always alcends in the figure of a cone.] in Geo¬ 
metry, is a folid figure, whofe bafe is a polygon, and whole 
fides arc plain triangles, their feveral points meeting in one. 

Know, Sir, that I will not wait pinion’d at your matters 
court; rather make my country’s high pyramids my gibbet, 
and hang me up in chains. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 
An hollow cryftal pyramid he takes. 

In firmamental waters dipt above. 

Of it a broad extinguiflier he makes. 

And hoods the flames. Drytkn. 

Part of the ore is fnot into quadrilateral pyramids, Woodw. 

Pyra'midal. \adj. [from pyramid.] Having the form of a 

Pyrami'dical. J pyramid. 

Of which fort likewife are the gems or ftones, that are here 
(hot into cubes, into pyramidal forms, or into angular 
columns. Woodward’s Nat. Hijl. 

The pyramidieal idea of its flame, upon occafion of the 
candles, is what is in queftion. Locke. 

Pyrami'dically. adv. [from pyramidieal.] In form of a 
pyramid. 

Olympus is the largcft, and therefore he makes it the bafis 
upon which Ofla ftands, that being the next to Olympus in 
magnitude, and Pelion being the leaft, is placed above Ofia, 
and thus they rife pyramidieally. Broome's Notes on Odyjjey. 

Py'ramis. n. f A pyramid. 

The form of a pyramis in flame, which we ufually fee, is 
merely by accident, and that the air about, by quenching the 
fides of the flame, crufheth it, and extenuateth it into that 
form, for of itfelf it would be round, and therefore fmokeis 
in the figure of a pyramis reverfed j for the air quencheth the 
flame, and receiveth the fmoke. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. 

Pyre. n. f. [pyra, Lat.] A pile to be burnt. 

When his brave Ion upon the fun’ral pyre 
He faw extended, and his beard on fire. Drydcn. 

With tender billet-doux he lights the pyre , 

And breathes three am’rous fighs to raife the fire. Pope. 

Pyri'tes. n.f. [from srof.] Fireftone. 

Pyrites contains fulphur, fometimes arfcnick, always iron, 
and fometimes copper. Woodward. 

Py Romancy. n . f . [oro^o/zarrlx.] - Divination by fire. 

—Divination was invented by the Perfians, and is feldom or 
never taken in a good fenfe : there are four kinds of divina¬ 
tion, hydromancy, pyromancy , aeromancy, geomancy. Ayliffc. 

Pyrote'CHNICAL. adj. [pyroteebnique, Fr. from pyrotechnists.] 
Engaged or fkilful in fireworks. 

The aft of 


fire. 

Great difeoveries have been made by the means of 
pyrotechny and chymiftry, which in late ages have attained to 
a greater height than formerly. Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 

Pyrrhonism, n.f. [from Pyrrho, the founder of the feep- 
ticks.] Scepticifm ; univerfal doubt. 

Pyx. n.f. [pyxis, Latin.] The box in which the Romanilts 
keep the hoft. 9 
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